
 

Y5: Autumn 1 

Topic title: 
Fresh Prince of Bell Air 

Knowledge: 

 Children will know five songs from memory and know the artist/ 
writer/ when they were written. 

 To know the style of the 5 songs and to name other songs in that style. 

 Be able to choose 2/3 other songs and talk about their lyrics and 
meaning, dimensional features in the song and where they are used 
and identify the main sections of the song (Intro, verse and chorus for 
example.) Name some of the instruments in the songs and recognise 
style indicators of the songs. 

 To understand the historical context of the song; What was happening 
in the world at that time? 

 Know how pulse, rhythm and pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture and 
structure work together and how they connect in a song. 

 Know how to keep the internal pulse  

 Musical Leadership: creating musical ideas for the group to copy or 
respond to. 

 To know and confidently sing 5 songs from memory whilst keeping the 
internal pulse. 

 To choose a song and be able to talk about its main features, singing 
composition, the meaning and the context. 

 Understand the importance of warming up our voices. 

 To know and be able to talk about the instruments used in class (a 
glockenspiel, a recorder) as well as other instruments they might play 
or be played in a band or orchestra. 

 Know different ways of writing music down- staff notation, symbols etc 

 The notes C,D,E,F,G,A,B,C on the treble stave. 

 To know and be able to talk about what improvisation is. 

 To know three well known improvisation musicians. 

 To understand what composition is and understand there are different 
ways of recording compositions. 

 To recognise the connection between symbol and sound for notation. 

Skills:  

 Confidently identify and move to the pulse. 

 To think about the messages within songs. 

 To compare 2 songs in the same style and discuss their similarities and 
differences. 

 To take it in turn to discuss how the song makes them feel and listen 
carefully and respectfully to other people’s thoughts about the music. 

 Use some correct musical vocabulary and terminology 

 To talk about the musical dimensions of a piece of music- for example, 
dynamics if the volume changes. 

 Find the pulse of a piece of music 

 Listen to the rhythm and clap back. 

 Create rhythms for others to copy 

 Listen and sing back. 

 Learn about voices, singing notes of different pitches (high and low) 
and finding a comfortable singing position. 

   ● Learn that they can make different types of sounds with their voices – you 
can rap or say words in rhythm. 

 To sing in unison and to sing backing vocals. 

  To listen to the group when singing and being able to follow a leader 
and enjoy exploring singing solo and rapping.  

 To sing with awareness of being ‘in tune’.  

 To have an awareness of the pulse internally when singing 

 Play an instrument with the correct technique. 

 Select and learn an instrumental part that matches their musical 
challenge. 

 To lead a rehearsal session. 

 To rehearse and perform their part within the context of the Unit 
song. 

 To listen to and follow musical instructions from a leader. 

 Use the improvisation tracks provided. Improvise using the three 
challenges: 1. Clap and Improvise – Listen and clap back, then listen 



 Children will understand that performing is sharing music with an 
audience confidently and clearly. 

 A performance can be a special occasion and involve an audience 
including of people you don’t know, it is pre-planned and learnt 
beforehand and can provoke different emotions. It can be different on 
each occasion that you perform. 

 You must sing, rap or play with confidence. 

and clap your own answer (rhythms of words). 2. Sing, Play and 
Improvise – Use voices and instruments, listen and sing back, then 
listen and play your own answer using one or two notes. 3. Improvise! 
– Take it in turns to improvise using one or two notes. 

 Create simple melodies using 5 different notes and simple rhythms 
that work musically with the style of the unit. 

 Explain the keynote or home note and structure of the melody.  

 To experience leading the playing by making sure everyone plays in 
the playing section of the song. 

 Listen to and reflect upon the developing composition and make 
musical decisions about pulse, rhythm, pitch, dynamics and tempo. 

  Record the composition in any way appropriate that recognises the 
connection between sound and symbol (e.g. graphic/pictorial 
notation). 

 To choose what to perform and create a programme. 

  To talk about the best place to be when performing and how to stand 
or sit 

  To record the performance and say how they were feeling, what they 
were pleased with what they would change and why. 

 
 

 

 

Y5: Spring 1 

Topic title: 
Living on a prayer. 

Knowledge: Skills:  



 Children will know five songs from memory and know the artist/ 
writer/ when they were written. 

 To know the style of the 5 songs and to name other songs in that 
style. 

 Be able to choose 2/3 other songs and talk about their lyrics and 
meaning, dimensional features in the song and where they are used 
and identify the main sections of the song (Intro, verse and chorus 
for example.) Name some of the instruments in the songs and 
recognise style indicators of the songs. 

 To understand the historical context of the song; What was 
happening in the world at that time? 

 Know how pulse, rhythm and pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture and 
structure work together and how they connect in a song. 

 Know how to keep the internal pulse  

 Musical Leadership: creating musical ideas for the group to copy or 
respond to. 

 To know and confidently sing 5 songs from memory whilst keeping 
the internal pulse. 

 To choose a song and be able to talk about its main features, singing 
composition, the meaning and the context. 

 Understand the importance of warming up our voices. 

 To know and be able to talk about the instruments used in class (a 
glockenspiel, a recorder) as well as other instruments they might 
play or be played in a band or orchestra. 

 Know different ways of writing music down- staff notation, symbols 
etc 

 The notes C,D,E,F,G,A,B,C on the treble stave. 

 To know and be able to talk about what improvisation is. 

 To know three well known improvisation musicians. 

 To understand what composition is and understand there are 
different ways of recording compositions. 

 To recognise the connection between symbol and sound for 
notation. 

 Children will understand that performing is sharing music with an 
audience confidently and clearly. 

  A performance can be a special occasion and involve an audience 
including of people you don’t know, it is pre-planned and learnt 

 Confidently identify and move to the pulse. 

 To think about the messages within songs. 

 To compare 2 songs in the same style and discuss their similarities and 
differences. 

 To take it in turn to discuss how the song makes them feel. and listen 
carefully and respectfully to other people’s thoughts about the music. 

 Use some correct musical vocabulary and terminology 

 To talk about the musical dimensions of a piece of music- for example, 
dynamics if the volume changes. 

 Find the pulse of a piece of music 

 Listen to the rhythm and clap back. 

 Create rhythms for others to copy 

 Listen and sing back. 

 Learn about voices, singing notes of different pitches (high and low) and 
finding a comfortable singing position. 

   ● Learn that they can make different types of sounds with their voices – you can 
rap or say words in rhythm. 

 To sing in unison and to sing backing vocals. 

  To listen to the group when singing and being able to follow a leader and 
enjoy exploring singing solo and rapping.  

  To sing with awareness of being ‘in tune’.  

 To have an awareness of the pulse internally when singing 

 Play an instrument with the correct technique. 

 Select and learn an instrumental part that matches their musical challenge. 

 To lead a rehearsal session. 

 To rehearse and perform their part within the context of the Unit song. 

 To listen to and follow musical instructions from a leader. 

 Use the improvisation tracks provided. Improvise using the three 
challenges: 1. Clap and Improvise – Listen and clap back, then listen and 
clap your own answer (rhythms of words). 2. Sing, Play and Improvise – 
Use voices and instruments, listen and sing back, then listen and play your 
own answer using one or two notes. 3. Improvise! – Take it in turns to 
improvise using one or two notes. 

 Create simple melodies using 5 different notes and simple rhythms that 
work musically with the style of the unit. 

 Explain the keynote or homenote and structure of the melody.  



beforehand and can provoke different emotions. It can different on 
each occasion that you perform. 

 You must sing, rap or play with confidence. 

 To experience leading the playing by making sure everyone plays in the 
playing section of the song. 

 Listen to and reflect upon the developing composition and make musical 
decisions about pulse, rhythm, pitch, dynamics and tempo. 

  Record the composition in any way appropriate that recognises the 
connection between sound and symbol (e.g. graphic/pictorial notation). 

 To choose what to perform and create a programme. 

  To talk about the best place to be when performing and how to stand or 
sit 

  To record the performance and say how they were feeling, what they 
were pleased with what they would change and why. 

 

Y5: Summer 1 

Topic title: 
Dancing in the streets 

Knowledge: 

 Children will know five songs from memory and know the 
artist/ writer/ when they were written. 

 To know the style of the 5 songs and to name other songs in 
that style. 

 Be able to choose 2/3 other songs and talk about their lyrics 
and meaning, dimensional features in the song and where they 
are used and identify the main sections of the song (Intro, verse 
and chorus for example.) Name some of the instruments in the 
songs and recognise style indicators of the songs. 

 To understand the historical context of the song; What was 
happening in the world at that time? 

 Know how pulse, rhythm and pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture 
and structure work together and how they connect in a song. 

 Know how to keep the internal pulse  

 Musical Leadership: creating musical ideas for the group to 
copy or respond to. 

 To know and confidently sing 5 songs from memory whilst 
keeping the internal pulse. 

 To choose a song and be able to talk about its main features, 
singing composition, the meaning and the context. 

 Understand the importance of warming up our voices. 

Skills:  

 Confidently identify and move to the pulse. 

 To think about the messages within songs. 

 To compare 2 songs in the same style and discuss their similarities and 
differences. 

 To take it in turn to discuss how the song makes them feel. and listen carefully 
and respectfully to other people’s thoughts about the music. 

 Use some correct musical vocabulary and terminology 

 To talk about the musical dimensions of a piece of music- for example; 
dynamics if the volume changes. 

 Find the pulse of a piece of music 

 Listen to the rhythm and clap back. 

 Create rhythms for others to copy 

 Listen and sing back. 

 Learn about voices, singing notes of different pitches (high and low) and 
finding a comfortable singing position. 

   ● Learn that they can make different types of sounds with their voices – you can rap 
or say words in rhythm. 

 To sing in unison and to sing backing vocals. 

  To listen to the group when singing and being able to follow a leader and 
enjoy exploring singing solo and rapping.  



 To know and be able to talk about the instruments used in class 
(a glockenspiel, a recorder)  as well as other instruments they 
might play or be played in a band or orchestra. 

 Know different ways of writing music down- staff notation, 
symbols etc 

 The notes C,D,E,F,G,A,B,C on the treble stave. 

 To know and be able to talk about what improvisation is. 

 To know three well known improvisation musicians. 

 To understand what composition is and understand there are 
different ways of recording compositions. 

 To  recognise the connection between symbol and sound for 
notation. 

 Children will understand that performing is sharing music with 
an audience confidently and clearly. 

  A performance can be a special occasion and involve an 
audience including of people you don’t know, it is pre-planned 
and learnt beforehand and can provoke different emotions. It 
can different on each occasion that you perform. 

 You must sing, rap or play with confidence. 

  To sing with awareness of being ‘in tune’.  

 To have an awareness of the pulse internally when singing 

 Play an instrument with the correct technique. 

 Select and learn an instrumental part that matches their musical challenge. 

 To lead a rehearsal session. 

 To rehearse and perform their part within the context of the Unit song. 

 To listen to and follow musical instructions from a leader. 

 Use the improvisation tracks provided. Improvise using the three challenges: 1. 
Clap and Improvise – Listen and clap back, then listen and clap your own 
answer (rhythms of words). 2. Sing, Play and Improvise – Use voices and 
instruments, listen and sing back, then listen and play your own answer using 
one or two notes. 3. Improvise! – Take it in turns to improvise using one or 
two notes. 

 Create simple melodies using 5 different notes and simple rhythms that work 
musically with the style of the unit. 

 Explain the keynote or homenote and structure of the melody.  

 To experience leading the playing by making sure everyone plays in the playing 
section of the song. 

 Listen to and reflect upon the developing composition and make musical 
decisions about pulse, rhythm, pitch, dynamics and tempo. 

  Record the composition in any way appropriate that recognises the 
connection between sound and symbol (e.g. graphic/pictorial notation). 

 To choose what to perform and create a programme. 

  To talk about the best place to be when performing and how to stand or sit 

  To record the performance and say how they were feeling, what they were 
pleased with what they would change and why. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A-Z keywords below: 

 

 



 

 

 


